We studied some endothelial cell activity plasma markers, nitric oxide (NO), thrombomodulin (TM), selectins (sP-, sE-,sL-selectin:platelet-P, endothelium-E, leukocyte-L), and tissue factor pathway inhibitor (TFPI) Venous blood samples were drawn, using a double syringe butterfly technique, into 3.8% sodium citrate (9:1, v/v) at baseline. The collected blood samples were centrifuged at 3,000 g for 20 minutes at +4°C, Thp lasma was divided into aliquots and kept frozen at -'7~~~ until analysis.
giuseppe.cella@unipd.it. Summary: We studied some endothelial cell activity plasma markers, nitric oxide (NO), thrombomodulin (TM), selectins (sP-, sE-,sL-selectin:platelet-P, endothelium-E, leukocyte-L), and tissue factor pathway inhibitor (TFPI) in 14 patients with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), matched with 20 normal controls, to evaluate their endothelial cell dysfunction. Both NO (patients: 23 .42 &plusmn; 1.67 &mu;g/mL; controls: 40.0 &plusmn; 3.38 &mu;g/mL) and TM levels (patients: 5 .46 & p l u s m n ; 1.32 ng/mL; controls : 12.9 & p l u s m n ; 0.51 ng/mL) were significantly decreased in COPD (p < 0.001). sP-selectin levels (patients: 79.42 & p l u s m n ; 18.20 ng/mL, controls: 37.5 & p l u s m n ; 2.84 mg/mL) were significantly higher (p < 0.02), whereas sL-selectin levels (patients: 584.9 & p l u s m n ; 78 1054.02 ± f~l.~~ ng/mL) was significantly decreased (p < 0.00!) as compared with the control group (Fig. 3) . ' 
